
Anime
The Japanese meaning 
of anime is “all forms 
of animation”, while 
the English meaning 

is specifically 
“Japanese-style 

animation”. It covers 
all genres found in 

cinema.

Land of the Risen Son
イエス・キリストは日本を愛する

Q & A Time

This month, since we’ll be returning to 
Canada, we thought that we’d use our 
newsletter to answer a few common 
questions surrounding this transition.

Q. Are you leaving Okinawa 
permanently?

A. No. We plan to live in Canada for 
about a year, and then return to 
Okinawa.

Q. You must be looking forward to 
coming home.

A. Yes, and no.  We’re absolutely looking 
forward to seeing you all again.  But 
there’s another side to our lives now.  
“Home” is no longer solely Canada, 
and it’s extremely difficult to leave 
the people we love in Okinawa.  
Many things will have changed in 
Canada since we’ve been away, and 
we expect go through a period of 
cultural adjustment when we return.  
Several of our Canadian friends and 
family have passed away while we’ve 
been gone, and mourning for them 
will still be fresh for us.

Q. It must be nice to be able to rest, and 
not work, for a whole year!

A. Yeah, it must be nice.  For us, though, 
furlough will not be a time of rest, but 
rather trying to cram as much as we 
possibly can into our time.  Here’s a 

look at some of the things we hope to 
accomplish:

• Meeting with all of our existing 
donors, and sharing with them about 
our ministry in Okinawa.

• Raising more funds for our ministry. 
Under our previous organization, 
there was no room for RRSP 
contributions in our assigned budget, 
the Okinawan church paid for our 
rent, and we paid for ministry out of 
our own salary. It will be good to 
have more of a budget for the things 
mentioned above, and also have the 
option to expand our ministry 
further.

• Receiving training. We expect to 
receive training from our new 
organization, and get formal 
certification for teach ESL. This 
should help us to attract more 
students in Okinawa, and thus build 
more connections in our community.

• Continuing Japanese language 
studies. We don’t want to neglect 

this, and forget the things we’ve 
worked hard to learn!

• Building a database to manage our 
contacts. Having completed a 50-
page specification document, Val will 
be giving her engineering and 
programming skills a work-out on 
this one!

• Finishing Val’s book.  It’s close to 
being done.  We expect a release in 
early 2016.

• Building websites. Peter will be re-
building our missionary website, and 
creating one for Val’s upcoming 
book(s).

• Writing more Bible ESL materials, for 
ministry in Okinawa. We hope to get 
a head start on this in our “free time”.

This list is not exhaustive, but we hope it 
gives you an idea of what we’re planning.

Q. When will you be in Canada?

A. We’ll be arriving on October 19, 2015.  
We plan to return to Okinawa in 
September 2016.

Q. I’d like to meet up with you.  How 
can I do that?

A. Please let us know, and we’ll be sure 
to arrange something! If you are a 
donor, we will definitely be 
contacting you, but it may take 
awhile.

(Jesus loves Japan)

Start of Anime 
(Right: Anime from 1917) 

Anime was created in 
1917.  Like silent movies, 
they required a live 
instrumental soundtrack.  
The first television and 
colour anime was created 
in 1958, and the first 
series for TV was in 1960.
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Facial Expressions 
(Right: Common Expressions) 

Anime artists draw from a 
common set of facial 
expressions.  These tend to 
be unique to Japanese 
animation.  Expressions 
are exaggerated and often 
comical.

   Update: A Singular Sojourn (Peter & Valerie Limmer)

One of Peter’s violin students had a concert 
last month
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Peter & Valerie Limmer
16444 Mount Hope Road, 
Bolton, ON L7E 3K7
Canada

E-mail: 
japan@peterandvalerie.com

Thank You!
Thank you for your interest in 
our work.  We send out 
newsletters every two months.  
If at any point you decide that 
you don’t want to receive them 
anymore, just write or email us 
(japan@peterandvalerie.com).  

GOM Canada 
PO Box 1210 
St. Catharines, ON 
L2R 7A7 

GOM USA 
P.O. Box 2010 
Buffalo, NY 
14231

    Contact Information

Q  &  A         C   O   N   T   I   N   U   E   D

Q. What about Val’s health?

A. Now Val is  able to walk,  run,  and jump to her heart’s 
content.   She’s  been doing physiotherapy exercises  for 
years now, and is fitter (and more muscular) than ever. 
She can now sit for several hours at a time, and vibration 
from vehicles is generally not a concern.  There’s still a 
little  way  to  go  before  she’s  completely  better,  but  it 
seems like every day there’s a little more progress.

Q. How will you be getting back to Canada?

When it was the time to decide whether to take a plane or 
ship back to Canada, we prayed for God’s guidance. He 
told us to take a plane, and that this would not cause any 
kind of setback or later health issues. He would complete 
healing in time for the plane ride.
For a few weeks after He told us this, whenever one of 
our friends or family asked how we were planning to get 
back  to  Canada,  I  persisted  in  telling  them  that  we 
weren’t sure about which method we would use.
Then  one  day  in  devotions,  God said  to  me,  “Valerie, 
what are you doing?”
I knew what He meant. “Well, I’m just really scared of 
taking the plane,” I said. “I don’t doubt that you can heal 
me in time to go back to Canada, but I do doubt myself.  
What if I do something stupid between now and then? 
What if I make a bad mistake, which means that I can’t 
fly back?”
God pointed me to Job 42:2. In that verse Job said to God, 
“I know that you can do all things, and no plan of Yours 
can be thwarted.”
“Can your stupidity thwart My plans?” God asked.
Oh. That’s a good point.
“No.”
Then  He  brought  to  mind  a  devotional  from  a 
missionary’s Christmas newsletter.  I searched it out and 
read it again.

In meditating on the Christmas story, the writer pointed 
out  the  extremes  that  God  will  go  to  in  fulfilling  His 
promises.   At  the  time  of  Jesus’  birth,  He  turned  the 
whole  known  world  upside-down  via  Ceasar  and  his 
census.  Why? In order to ensure that Jesus was born in 
the place promised by God through the prophets of old.
“God  literally  moved  heaven  and  earth  to  fulfill  His 
promises,” the writer continued. “He will do whatever it 
takes to make sure that His perfect will is accomplished, 
perfectly.”
“Ok, God,” I prayed.  “I believe that You have promised 
to heal me in time for the plane ride. It doesn’t matter 
whether I’m finished healing two months beforehand, or 
whether I’m healed as I step onto the plane. The truth is 
that You are the God of miracles,  and You will  always 
have enough time to fulfill Your promises.”
So, there you have it.  This plane ride is my Goliath, but 
belief without obedience is not truly belief.  And we do 
believe.   We  stand  with  Jesus,  who  is  the  slayer  of 
sickness, and sin, and death itself.  A plane ride is not too 
much for Him.  And we’re learning to trust in Him, no 
matter where He leads.

Q. I  am  a  monthly  donor.  Should  I  keep  giving  while 
you’re in Canada, or should I stop?
There is no standard expectation as to what our donors 
might do.  Some may choose to stop while we’re back, 
since we’re not in Japan.  Others may choose to continue, 
which helps to cover our living and expenses.  For those 
of you who choose to continue, you can still send your 
donations to GOM.
Any funds received in excess of our needs in Canada will 
be put towards training, and  ministry expenses in Japan 
incurred  upon  our  return  (such  as  purchasing  a 
replacement car).  Whatever you choose to do, we are so 
thankful  for  your  partnership  with  us.  It  truly  is  an 
honour to work with you for Jesus’ kingdom.

This year we helped out with kids’ summer 
camp.  We travelled by ferry to another 
island and led the kids in various 
activities.  Here are some pictures!
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